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How to contribute to Your Parish Newsletter....

Thank you for the positive feedback received 
following the distribution of the first edition 
of the ‘new’ Parish News.  A new table of 
local groups and organisations is currently 
being put together so everybody living in 
the Village will know what is available
to them.  This will be ready for the 
May edition.

Here are the ways you can contribute to the Parish News:

Submit a Feature for inclusion on an interesting topic related to 
Stretham.  Perhaps you have lived in the village all your life and 
have an interesting story to tell about a well know village character 
or old historic building.....

Let us know what your group/charity is up to so we can help 
promote fundraising events and special occasions

Submit a photograph of Stretham for inclusion, we will always 
be looking for interesting photos for the front page.

Local businesses can purchase advertising space - a great way 
to let everyone know what you have on offer

All contributions for the Parish Newsletter can be emailed to 
stretham.clerk@gmail.com.  It would be great to hear from 
you.

The Parish Council met on 5th April and here is some of the news from 
the meeting:

The Council is pleased to receive the positive comments about the new 
Newsletter and suggestions for improvements.  The Features Section in 
this Newsletter contains detailed information on how you can input into the 
Newsletter. The Council apologised to Councillor Mick Murfitt who was 
accidently excluded from the ‘Know your Councillors’ section.

The Council is grateful to those who have returned the Survey on the Future 
of the Parish Rooms in Stretham.  Copies are available at Stretham Stores or 
online and the closing date is 31st May 2016.  Please do fill in the survey to 
assist the Council in understanding what everyone would like to see happen 
in the future to the Parish Rooms.

Financial News
The Council resolved to make two small amendments to the Financial 
Regulations and the new document is now available on the website.  Internal 
and external audit arrangements are all in place.

Two requests for donations were received and the Council resolved to give 
£300 to Magpas Helimedix and £300 to East Anglian Children’s hospice 
(EACH).  Both charities provide such vital services to those in need.

Local updates
The play equipment at the Recreation Ground play area will be receiving 
a coat of paint to spruce it up and the new Picnic Benches will soon be put 
on the new bases. The car park at the Pavilion is becoming very worn and a 
patch up job will happen very soon.

Councillor Speed reported tree roots protruding from the pavement close to 
Jubilee Gardens and this will be reported to Highways to be resolved.
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Parking on Top Street is now becoming a real issue with an emergency 
vehicle struggling to get through recently due to cars being parked on both 
sides of the road.  The Council ask that people park their vehicles consid-
erately and not close to the junction at Hazel Court. The residents of Hazel 
Court cannot see to exit the junction. If poor parking continues, registration 
plates will be reported to the Police to deal with.

The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked by 
calling Maureen Hutter on 649917 or via email strethamparishrooms@
googlemail.com

Annual Parish Meeting – The Parish Council invites everybody to the APM 
which will be held on Tuesday 3rd May 2016 at 7pm at the Parish Rooms.  
Come along to hear what the Council and other village organisations have 
achieved over the last year.  Your County and District Councillor Bill Hunt 
will be in attendance along with District Councillor Charles Roberts.

       

Stetham Bowls Club is keen to welcome new members for the forthcoming 
season. We are a friendly inclusive club which caters for all levels of ability 
and members are free to decide whether they wish to play competitively or just 
socially. We enter teams in the Ely & District men’s and ladies evening leagues 
and the mixed afternoon league.We also play mixed  friendly matches against 
other clubs. We would especially like to welcome lady members. Contrary 
to common perception bowls is not an old person’s game as the majority of 
the best players are under forty and several local village clubs have recently 
benefited greatly by an influx of players in their teens or twenties. So come 
on give the game and us a try, informal coaching and equipment is available. 
For more information call Vince Driver on 648994 or come to the club on 
the recreation ground next to the pavilion on Friday evenings starting 29th 
April from 6.45pm. We now have a website, please visit 
www.strethambowlsclub.co.uk
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What’s On

Eyes down, it’s Bingo time in aid of the Air Ambulance on Saturday 14th 
May 2016 at the School at 7.30pm.  Donations gratefully received and can be 
collected by calling Mick on 649688.

The Bingo held in March in aid of the Air Ambulance raised £460.  Thanks 
to those who attended and donated prizes.

The Feast is only five weeks away!! Planning is running at full force now 
and we hope you will be joining us for the various events that will be taking 
place (see below). Look out for your special Feast Brochure which will be 
delivered early in May for detailed information about all the events.

Stretham Primary School will be running the BBQ at the Family Picnic/
Open Mic Event on Friday 13th May.  Come along and support the school by 
enjoying the free entertainment and buying a burger or two!

As you can imagine, the Feast takes some time and energy to pull off by a 
small team of volunteers.  If you would be willing to help for an hour or two 
at the Feast Fayre we would love to hear from you. We particularly need 
assistance with serving on the Hog Roast/BBQ.

Do you have any Royal Memorabilia? The theme of the Feast is the Queen’s 
90th Birthday and we will be putting on a display of Royal memorabilia so if 
you own an item or two that you would be willing to lend us (will be carefully 
looked after and under constant supervision), please contact Rachel the Clerk 
via the contact information on Page 2.In keeping with the Royal theme of the 
Feast, why not decorate the outside of your house from 8th to 16th May?  In 
years past, when there was a big Royal occasion, many people would hang 
flags from their houses We will be looking for the Best Dressed 
House and there is a prize up for grabs!
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Come and join us every Sunday morning at 10am, to join with your community 
as we worship God.  We are delighted to be able to offer a service every 
Sunday in the heart of our village. Our rota for Sundays is as follows: 
1st Sunday - Morning Worship with worship music group and choir
2nd Sunday - Morning Worship 
3rd Sunday - Family Service - An upbeat and vibrant service, including 
worship music group 

4th Sunday - Holy Communion 
5th Sunday - Whole age family communion. This is a new venture for the 
church where we invite all members of our community to join in with the holy 
communion

Upcoming Events

Friday 6th May - Mike Petty - The Queen 
and Stretham.  Come and join us once again 
as the unmissable Mike Petty entertains us 
with stories about the last 90 years from 
Stretham, with a royal twist.  There will be 
a musical interlude with popular songs from 
the last 60 years.  A soup supper will be 
served, with cakes afterwards.  Tickets are £7 
and available from the shop.   Wine will be 
available for a donation towards the church. 

Saturday 14th May - Christian Aid Coffee Morning 
Come and join us during the Farmers Market and Feast Weekend as we recognise 
Christian Aid week and the wonderful work the organisation does around the 
world. 

You can find information about the church and what we are up to via our 
website www.stjamesstretham.org

The village lights will go on and the bunting will be put up the week 
before the Feast

Friday May 6th 
An evening at St James Church with Mike Petty who will be telling stories 
and showing photographs of the bygone days of Stretham. Miriam Brown 
and friends will be singing. Tickets £7 - includes supper.  Tickets available in 
advance form Stretham Stores

Friday 13th May  
Open Mike Session with performances by Activ8 and SOS, Family Picnic with 
BBQ 6 – 8pm on the Rec. Singers, poets, magicians, comedians etc all welcome. 
Open to all ages.

Saturday 14th May 
Farmers Market — Around the village cross. Home-made pickles, relishes, 
vegetables, salad, scones, quiches, cakes, Pickled Pig Cider, Lord Conrads 
bottled beer, plants, cheese, jellies, bread, eggs, jams, pastries, bacon, cakes + 
much, much more. 9am – 1pm

Craft Market and Refreshments, St James Church 10am – 12pm
Ely and Littleport Riot Morris Dancers, Farmers Market 11am
Trailer Dressing, Saturday afternoon

Sunday 15th May
Church Service, St James Church 12.30pm, outside if weather permitting
Parade, 1pm starting outside the church
Fayre, Recreation Ground 2pm – 5pm. Fun fair, Red Lion bar, Village Show, 
hog roast, children’s and young people’s activities, Bubble Football, refresh-
ments, Pickled Pig Cider, Lord Geoffrey the balloonist, photo booth, Mechanical 
Rodeo Bull, crockery smash, dunk tank, Arco Iris samba band, Ely Majorettes 
Plus many more attractions yet to be confirmed.
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Tiddlywinks Pre-School is a charity-run pre-school based at Stretham Primary 

School site, Wood Lane, Stretham. We teach Foundation Stage of the National 

Curriculum to children aged 2 years 10 months to 4 years. We also accept children 

from 2 years 6 months dependent on certain funding criteria. Please contact us for 

details. We still have places for this year. Please contact the pre-school manager, 

Susan Yardy, for more information on 01353 648858. 

Thank you to everyone that attended our indoor car boot sale on 27th February. We 

raised £180, which will be put towards new toys and equipment for the children.
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Introduction to Church Bell ringing 
 
Have you considered coming along to the Free ‘Introduction to Bell 
Ringing’ session yet? 
 
The Stretham Band Bell Ringers in collaboration with the resident 
Ringing Education Centre are holding a special Introductory Session 
on Wednesday 18th May 2016 at the St James Church in Stretham. 
 
 

 
 
So why not come along, bring your friends, bring your children, just 
have a go….? 
 
 

Almost anyone can 
ring; all ages, no 
great strength, no 
denomination.  
 
You could be ringing 
one of these heavy 
bells in minutes. 
 
 
 

Find out more and book your place by contacting  

Catherine Simcock on 01353 648128, or 

send an e-mail to catherine.simcock@btopenworld.com ,  

or just pop in to the church on a Tuesday evening when you hear the bells ringing! 
 




