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HISTORY OF STRETHAM YOUTH CENTRE

Since the early seventies Stretham Youth Club has provided children and 
young people with recreational leisure and informal education opportunities.
Our main objective is to provide facilities for recreational and other leisure 
time occupation for the young people aged 7 – 25 in the parish of Stretham, 
and surrounding villages, with the object of improving the conditions of life 
of the said young persons. We do this by managing and developing the vil-
lage youth centre. Activities include drop-ins, sporting activities, holiday pro-
grammes, residentials, targeted work and projects. The young people with 
the support of the youth workers set the programme. Life and social skills 
are developed through informal education. Members of Stretham Youth Club 
ready for the Feast parade in the seventies. Over the years the club has run 
many projects – including trips film projects,   international youth exchanges, 
residentials, taking part in competitions (winning the national youth team 
darts competition), sports, running the village Silver Jubilee BBQ etc. Now we 
are seeing the children, and in some cases grandchildren, of those original 
members attend projects.The youth centre is the villages old infant school, 
which underwent a major refurbishment in 2014. The centre is now a children 
and youth dedicated facility that is well equipped with resources ranging from 
arts and craft materials to the latest console games and musical equipment. 
As well as a large main room with kitchen, café, chill out zone and games area 
there is a garden and seating area at the rear of the building that also has a 
fire pit for outdoor cooking.

Current Programme-Summer 2016:

Mondays Activ8 Performing arts project8 —11 year olds 5—6.30pm 11—18 
year olds 6.45—8.30pm
Tuesday’s 9.15 – 11.30 315-9 parents and carers drop in
Wednesdays 7 – 9pm Motiv8 – a drop-in for young people with a disability 
ages 11 – 25. 
Thursdays 4 – 6pm – Junior Youth Club  7 – 9pm Youth Café

There are also many projects, trips and activities taking place --to keep up to 
date on Stretham Youth Centres activities and news like our Face book page 
or check out our website www.stretham youth centre.com

You can get involved in the running of Stretham Youth Centre in 3 ways, by: 
Joining our management committee – help direct our work, get involved in 
fundraising for new exciting projects. Volunteering on projects – learn new 
skills, gain experience of working with children and young people – training 
given. An ideal way of getting into children and young people’s work or related 
fields. Helping us to keep our grounds and building maintained and fit for 
purpose. If you can spare a couple of hours a week to help us keep Stretham 
Youth Centre running as a vibrate children’s and youth resource, for the Stre-
tham and the surrounding villages, then we would love to hear from you.
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The Parish Council met on 7th June, here is some of the news from the 
meeting:
Planning: 
A substantial number of residents were in attendance at the meeting in 
relation to a planning application for Meadow Farm.  The application seeks 
to gain permission to demolish the existing bungalow, garages and stables 
and the construction of nine dwellings.  Everyone in attendance was given 
the opportunity to talk and all had serious concerns about the proposal.  The 
majority of the Councillors had had an opportunity to view the application prior 
to the start of the meeting via the ECDC Planning Portal.  When the planning 
application was discussed and carefully considered by the Councillors 
later in the meeting, it was agreed via a unanimous vote that Councillors 
have substantial concerns and to therefore object to the application on the 
following grounds: the Manor Farm development is providing substantial 
development for the village and this proposal offers no affordable housing, 
safety, access, infrastructure, drainage/sewer condition, lack of consulta-
tion with neighbouring properties and an inappropriate mix of housing.  The 
Council’s full response can be viewed on the ECDC Planning Portal (ref: 
16/00611/OUT).  District Councillor Roberts agreed to ‘call in’ this planning 
application to the Planning Committee for decision.

Rebecca Saunt, Planning Manager at ECDC visited the Council to explain 
how improvements are being made within the Planning Department and gave 
Councillors the opportunity to ask questions about the planning process.
The Council received information on the suggested sites for development in 
Stretham that had been put forward to ECDC for inclusion in the Local Plan.  
It was felt that two of the suggested sites would encounter access issues.  
Again the Council agreed that Stretham already has significant development 

Parish Council News ongoing at Manor Farm.

Complaint

The Council will be investigating the costs of erecting a net at the All 
Weather Pitch to stop balls going into the Bowls Club after a complaint was 
received. 
 
A large pot hole in Reads Street will be reported to Highways.

The Council will be arranging a meeting with Highways to discuss what 
can be done to improve safety on Newmarket Road/Wilburton Road (the 
A1123) following a growing level of concern both by the Council and local 
residents.

The leaking pipe at the Cemetery has now been repaired.  The Council 
would like to ask that the appropriate bin is used when disposing of old 
flowers/plastic wrapping etc as a refuse collection will not be made if the 
bins are mixed up.

Now that we are well into the growing season, the Council ask that 
all overhanging hedges/bushes onto pavements and footpaths are cut 
back to allow safe and easy access.

The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked by 
calling Maureen Hutter on 649917 or via email strethamparishrooms@
googlemail.com

Stretham Parish Council Clerk: Rachel Watts Tel: 01353 648398 
email:stretham.clerk@gmail.com
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Feast
Thanks to the tireless efforts of the many volunteers, our Feast Day was again a huge 

success, with highlights including the dunk tank, photo booth and the Cambridgeshire 

Caledonian Pipe Band. The Scout decorated trailer won the Best Dressed Float in 

the Parade, which raised an amazing £554.39 for Pos+Ability, a local charity which 

supports local stroke survivors and those living with Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple 

Sclerosis and Muscular Dystrophy.

We are pleased that so many village groups and organisations took part in Feast events 

using the opportunity to raise funds.  Record crowds attended this year keeping the WI 

ladies in the refreshment marquee and the catering volunteers on the Hog Roast extremely 

busy. Once again the weather was kind to us for the Feast weekend encouraging many 

old friends to come back to the village for the events.

To maintain our popular Feast events we need more volunteers.  If you could help 

and become a volunteer for the Feast Committee to help set up events and to help 

marshal the Parade, please contact the Parish Council Clerk Rachel Watts if you 

would like to get involved.

Once again we are very grateful to all of the local farmers, businesses and volunteers 

who help to make our Feast such a wonderful event that we all look forward to each 

year.

What’s On

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 5th July
at 7pm at the Parish Rooms. 

For a number of years, the Parish Council has been looking at ways to improve 
the financial income to the Pavilion (SSRC – Stretham Sports and Recreation 
Centre) at the Recreation Ground.  The Council inherited the Pavilion and SSRC as a 
charity from a defunct trust.  If the Council had not done this, the Pavilion would likely 
be demolished by now.  

Currently, the Parish Council receives rent from Stretham Sporting FC and Stretham 
FC but this income does not come close to covering the expenditure which includes 
the insurance, the caretaker’s fees to clean the building and the utilities.  The main 
room at the Pavilion can also be hired out as the WI does on a monthly basis.

The fact that the Pavilion is a financial burden to the Parish Council has been raised a 
number of times at audit.  The Parish Council fully supports keeping the facility open 
for sporting uses however must look at ways to increase income if the venue is to 
remain open.  

The Parish Council sought the views of the community on potential uses to mitigate 
the losses the Council incurs.  The idea of a Community Café was investigated 
however a suitable person to take this on could not be found.  The provision of a 
child-care nursery has been suggested by a local family and the Council completed 
a Feasibility study to ascertain if this would be possible. All indications are positive 
that by extending the Pavilion building to increase floor space and then letting the 
improved pavilion to the nursery at a commercial rent, the Pavilion will be profitable 
and enable the Council to keep the pavilion changing rooms open for the use of 
visiting sports teams.

The Council instructed Architects to draw up floor plans and a local builder has 
provided an initial costing.  Negotiations are progressing well and the Council are 
now at the stage of instructing solicitors to draw up Heads of Terms for the extension 
to the Pavilion and commercial lease of the building and communicating plans to the 
village.

A child-care facility in Stretham offering full-time day care would bring jobs to the 
Village and allow parents to get back to work.  The family looking to open the facility 
have extensive experience within the child care sector and the Council feel sure they 
would provide exceptional care and a quality service.

Taking on a project of this kind means borrowing money to enable it to happen which 
of course has an element of risk attached. While the potential to cover costs of the 
pavilion is attractive, the Council is very mindful of the potential risks involved in 
the building works and the lease and it is a high priority to ensure that the 
Council does not take undue risks.Further news of these plans will follow 

very soon including information on where you can find out more.
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Early Walker Leads to Slimmer Mum 

Mum of one from Littleport, Cambridgeshire was “devastated” when 
she saw a picture of herself in July 2015 and decided it was time to 
take control and get help to lose weight. She’s now running after her 
little son with bags full of energy after losing her weight and regaining 
her confidence.

After the birth of her son in 2014, Jo, 32 from Littleport,  began 
struggling with her weight. Never having struggled before – she didn’t 
know how to lose it. At 5” tall, the weight gain was really taking 
it’s toll. “It was really noticeable, none of my clothes fitted and was 
having an impact on me as a mum.  I was feeling low and didn’t want 
to leave the house” When her little boy started walking at nine and 
a half months, Jo realised she was struggling to find the energy to 
keep up with him and knew she needed to do something. The 32 year 
old joined a slimming group in August 2015 with the aim of losing 
just under two stone.  “I was scared about attending the group, but 
everyone was so friendly and it was a really relaxed environment. “  
Jo still enjoys  favourite foods such as chips, burgers and spaghetti 
bolognaise,  “nothing is forbidden” says Jo. “ It’s more about how you 
cook it”.  She is also enjoying trying out new recipes; “I was shocked 
at how easy it is and I couldn’t believe how much I could eat. I’m 
never hungry” Jo’s partner said; “I can tell Jo is so much happier; she 
is more confident and wearing fitted clothes again.  Jo has so much 
energy to play with our very active toddler.” Jo has been so happy and 
inspired by her slimming group that she has now started training to 
become a Slimming World Consultant. “I would love to be able to help 
and support others in the same way I have been”

Jo is opening a new  group at The Pavilion, Short Road, Stretham 
Cambridgeshire.  The group will start on Thursday 23rd June 
2016 at 7:30pm and she’d love to see as many locals there 
as possible!  If you would like any more information then you 
can contact Jo through facebook, Stretham Slimming World 
Group, or via phone on 07527646062.

Know your Parish Councillors
Remember your Councillors are here to serve you. Do contact     them 
for any help whenever you like.

Mr Charles Roberts (Chairman)                                            Tel: 648087 Mob: 07831857268  

      

Ms Janet Parish (Vice Chairman)                                          Tel: 649575  Mob: 07734 252288 

Mr Dominic Bright Tel: 07717 033195

Mrs Nicola Mackenzie Mob: 07800 815436 

Mr Mick Murfitt Tel: 649688

Mr Richard Nuttall Tel: 07798 528923

Mr Mike Pearce Tel: 649164

Mr Andrew Prevett Mob: 07917 275091 

Mr Peter Speed Tel: 649624

Mrs Joanne Taylor Tel: 07761655511

Mr John Thake Tel: 649544  Mob: 07738 039860

Clubs & Groups in Stretham
 Stretham Sporting Football Club  – youth football ages 5 – 17 years
 Anina Ormerod tel: 07966 460479 email: aninaormerod@live.co.uk

 Tiddlywinks Pre-School - Crystal Liddycoat  tel: 01353 648778
 email: crystal.liddycoat@gmail.com

 Activ8 at Stretham Youth Centre - Donna Bright tel: 07875 624703 email: brightdonna@hotmail.co.uk

 S.O.S (Stretham Outreach Singers) singing group for over 60s- Donna Bright tel: 07875 624703  email:  
 brightdonna@hotmail.co.uk

 Stretham Community Primary School - Andrew Robertson tel: 01353 649271 email:office@stretham.cambs. 
 sch.uk

 Stretham FC (Sunday football team for Adults) - Lee Taylor Tel: 07919 897913 

 Stretham Womens Institute - Beryl Morris tel:  01353  649662 email:berylmorris@uwclub.net

 Little Bears - Crystal Liddycoat tel: 01353 648778 email: crystal.liddycoat@gmail.com
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Tiddlywinks Pre-School is a charity-run pre-school based at Stre-
tham Primary School site, Wood Lane, Stretham. We teach Founda-
tion Stage of the National Curriculum to children aged 2 years 10 
months to 4 years. We also accept children from 2 years 6 months 
dependent on certain funding criteria.

Tiddlywinks provides a supportive, stimulating and FUN learning en-
vironment! Our staff are highly-qualified and committed to recogn-
ising and addressing all of our children’s development needs. Tiddly-
winks is based in a classroom within the primary school and provides 
an excellent transition programme to prepare children for going to 
school. And from the term after your child’s third birthday, at-
tendance at Tiddlywinks sessions is completely free of charge*! We 
still have places for this year. Please contact the pre-school man-
ager, Susan Yardy, for more information on 01353 648858. We look 
forward to hearing from you! 

*From the term after your child’s third birthday, you will re-
ceive 15 hours of free childcare – funded by Nursery Educa-
tion Funding. If your child’s 15 funded childcare hours are not 
claimed elsewhere, attendance at Tiddlywinks will be free. Our 
only additional cost is for an extra hour per week for older chil-
dren during the summer term which is used to prepare them for 
school.

Tiddly Tots, fourth Wednesday of each month, 1.30-3.00pm

Opening once a month, Tiddly Tots is an exciting way to meet 
new friends in a homely environment and have a chat while your 
child is having fun. An ideal opportunity for your child to get 
to know the pre-school environment and its staff. We have lots 

Registered Charity Number 1036151

Saturday 9th July 2016 

Stretham Community Primary School

7.00 pm start 

Entry charge £4 per person/£20 for a team of six if booked in 
advance

£5 per person on the door
 

Bring your own bottle or two ...!

To book your place and receive a team application form please 

Contact:  Crystal – 07469 390223 / 01353 648778

Forms also available from Tiddlywinks Pre-School

??????



     

St James’ Church Stretham invites you once again      
to join us, this summer at our Mega Sports Camp

DATES:  July 25 – 30 (Monday - Friday)

TIME:  9am – Noon (Registration at 8:30)

WHERE:  Stretham Community Primary School

COST: £3 per day per child

AGES: 4 to 11

Come and enjoy various sports, craft and drama during the first week of 
the summer holiday, sunshine* and happiness guaranteed

Published by Stretham Parish Council.
Front cover photo kindly provided by Kirsty Blackwell.


