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Neil Ford has kindly sent us this information about a 
lovely walk around the village. 

Picnic, Playpark & Pub Walk. (Clockwise or
Anti-Clockwise)Starting outside the Red 
Lion at the Cross; Walk down Chapel 
Street to first-right, Pump Lane; Follow 
Pump Lane through to the High Street.
[Stretham’s only thatched house on 
right] Turn left to Newmarket Road.
[Picnic and play option in Jubilee Garden 
on left.] Cross road on the pedestrian crossing; Go left and 
thenright into Cage Lane; Follow Cage Lane to the end and 
then the footpath straight ahead through to Fieldside; 
Turn right to Short Road and the recreation ground.[Playpark 
and picnic benches.]Walk across Rec’ to the Bowls Club hedge 
and the all-weather surface; Follow side of Rec’ to Wilburton 
Road bus stop; Cross road and go right and then left on to 
footpath near the other bus stop; Follow to the ‘T’ junction; 
Turn right and follow back to the churchyard, or round to the 
left and then right, through to Les Yardy’s, the Cross and the 
pub.

Features

We hope you are pleased to learn that your resident pub and 
restaurant ‘Red Lion’, is no longer part of a corporate company but 
is once again, privately owned by local family from Little Downham.

We are working together with both John and Fiona, the existing 
management, to continue to deliver a high standard of service, to 
accommodate both our locals and visitors alike. They have both done 
an outstanding job in getting the restaurant up and running again, 
alongside our brilliant chef Mark, who was called in from the Isle of 
White to help achieve this. 

As a team, we aim to deliver top quality food and drinks to all 
customers. We also hope to continue to attain more five star ratings 
and reviews through trip advisor, our Facebook page and from the 
launch of our new website which is coming soon! 

John and Fiona would like to add, “After a somewhat unsettled year, 
John and I are very excited about the future of the Red Lion and are 
looking forward to working with Monika and Kenny, to make the Red, 
the heart of Stretham”.

We would all like to take this opportunity to thank the local community 
for their support in welcoming us to the village, and finally our thanks 
to the Parish Council for their backing, giving us the opportunity to 
introduce ourselves to you all.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

The Parish Council met on 3rd May for the Annual Parish Meeting 
and Annual Meeting of the Council, here is some of the news from the 
meetings:

Annual Parish Meeting
This meeting was well attended and the Council would like to thank 
those who did come along to hear what the Council and other Village 
organisations have been doing throughout the last 12 months.  The 
meeting heard from Stretham Charity, Stretham WI, the History Group, 
the School and St James Church. County Councillor Bill Hunt was in 
attendance and provided a full update of County and District news.

Annual Meeting of the Council
Councillor Charles Roberts will remain as Chairman of the Council 
following a unanimous vote as will Councillor Janet Parish remain as 
Vice Chairperson.  The members of Sub-Committees and Working 
Parties were agreed for the following 12 months.

Early in 2015, the Parish Council was approached about the possibility 
of a Bar Park at the Recreation Ground for adult exercise equipment. 
During the summer of 2015, the Parish Council ran a survey focusing 
on how people would like to see the Recreation Ground develop in years 
to come. The Council responded to the results and arranged for new 
picnic benches to be installed (complete), the old recycling/parking 
area to be improved (complete), additional play equipment at the play 
area.  The Council also went to tender on an Adults Outdoor Gym.  A 
total of five designs and tenders were received for equipment with a 
broad appeal to different groups in the Community.Two designs were 
put forward for consultation and comment in Spring 2016 both via the 
website and via a Consultation Event held at the Parish Rooms on a 
Saturday morning. Thirty six people responded online and unfortu-
nately all apart from one contained very negative comments.  Just one 
person attended the event at the Parish Rooms. Due to the overwhelm-
ingly negative public consultation and lack of support across the wide 
community, the Parish Council cannot obtain funding for the project 
and agreed therefore to take no further action.

Planning 
A planning application in relation to an extension to the Anaerobic
Digester at Chittering was received and carefully reviewed. The Council 
could see no real issues with the proposal provided it no way increases 
the volume of material being transported in and out of the site.

Parking on Top Street is now becoming a real issue with an emergency 
vehicle struggling to get through recently due to cars being parked 
on both sides of the road. The Council asks that people park their 
vehicles considerately and not close to the junction at Hazel Court.  
The residents of Hazel Court cannot see to exit the junction.  If poor 
parking continues, registration plates will be reported to the Police to 
deal with.

The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked by 
calling Maureen Hutter on 649917 or via email strethamparishrooms@
googlemail.com

Stretham Beacon 

Over 1000 Beacons were lit throughout 
the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, 
Isle of Man and UK overseas Territories
in celebration of the Queens 90th 
Birthday last week and Stretham took
part in this prestigious event. 

The Stretham Beacon could be seen
from Ely and many miles around as
it was mounted on top of a 5 meter pole
in the highest point of the village. 
This event was attended by over 200 
people including a large number of children. 
A typical village celebration bringing the 
members of the community together to 
celebrate an extraordinary event in history. 
Our queen is the longest reigning monarch,
taking this title in September 2015. 

Parish Council News 

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 7th June 
at 7pm at the Pavillion. 
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HADDENHAM SURGERY PATIENTS GROUP

I think all patients would wish to join with me in congratulating the 
staff at the Haddenham Practice for achieving Good in all areas in their 
recent inspection by the Care Quality Commission.   This would be good 
at any time but is particularly impressive when you take into account 
the difficulties of increased demand and recruiting.   There continues 
to be a high number of appointments that are wasted because patients 
fail to attend.  Please remember to cancel an appointment if you no 
longer need it so that it can be used by someone in need.  I urge you 
to use the opportunity to have a text message reminding you of your 
appointment.  See below the instructions for doing this.
The local Health and Wellbeing Group are planning an Activity day 
on 25th September at Ely Country Park.  Please put this date in your 
diaries.  It is hoped that there will be a fun run, cooking demonstra-
tions, rock and wall climbing, dancing, treasure hunts etc.  Something 
for everyone.

A further meeting was held in Ely recently to look at how we can make 
our local health services Fit for the Future.  Several residents from 
Haddenham attended and there are booklets and papers explaining 
the evidence for change.  The next meeting will be advertised in the 
local papers and I will advise those people who have registered an 
interest by email.

Practice update

The increased demand which the Practice is currently experiencing 
together with the current GP recruitment crisis, which is both a local 
and nationwide problem, is having a huge impact at the Practice.   
They are currently working very hard both to stretch what they have 
and to increase resources.   The Practice regret that it is likely you will 
experience a longer delay than usual when booking routine appoint-
ments.  We appreciate that this is stressful for patients, but please 
be mindful that it is also stressful for staff – receptionists, dispensers, 
nurses and GPs, as they do their utmost to meet the demand.   However 
please remember the Practice now run a “telephone triage” system for 
urgent appointments, so this allows the doctor to prioritise appoint-
ments and those patients needing to be seen urgently will be seen on 
the same day by either a Doctor or Nurse.

 

Celebrating her 90th birthday in true fashion the community came 
together. With everyone singing the National Anthem and a message 
being read out that Prince Charles had written personally for his 
mother, the Queen, it was a night to remember. 

This event wouldn’t have had the positive impact without the support 
of the Stretham Community. We thank you all for coming
along and making it a most pleasurable evening. 

The Parish Council would like to say a special thank you to Mr 
Dick Gill for allowing the event to take place on his Berry Green 
Farm. Also to Kier Petherick and the Palmer family for 
erecting the beacon which was made with the generous support 
of Standen Engineering in Ely.

Fundraising

Kier Petherick of Palmers the Farmers in Stretham ran the 
London Marathon on Sunday 24th April, raising money for Round Table 
Children’s Wish, a charity that handcrafts wishes for children with life 
threatening illnesses. Kier completed the 26 miles in 5 hours and 52 
minutes and raised a whopping £8715! 

Carri Vendy who lives in the Village also ran the London Marathon 
raising money for  Phab Kids, a charity which inspires and supports 
children and adults with and without disabilities to make more of life 
together.  Carri completed the 26 miles in 5 hours and 43 minutes and 
raised a massive £3100!

Well done Kier and Carri, what an excellent amount raised for two 
great charities!

Notices

Stretham Stores is now able to deliver Newspapers to your door. 
Please pop in to make arrangements or call Dean on 649201.
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In a number of cases it might be worth considering an appointment with 
a Practice Nurse rather than a Doctor.  Practice Nurses are qualified to 
deal with many ailments and you may be seen more quickly.

With this in mind, would patients that have made routine appoint-
ments and then no longer require them, please telephone the surgery 
to cancel.  In April there were 116 missed appointments!  This equates 
to 1,160 minutes (19.33 hours) – i.e. two days of doctors’ time!   This 
proves to not only be a huge waste of resources for Doctors and Nurses 
but also means that patients have been declined appointments when, 
in fact, they could have been seen by the medical staff.   

The Practice are now in the process of setting up a text (SMS) message 
service to remind patients that they have an appointment, to see if this 
helps to reduce the number of wasted appointments.   Patients’ consent is 
required for this and accordingly a declaration form should be completed 
which can be collected from the Surgery or via their website www.
haddenhamsurgery.nhs.uk, Pat Skelton  home@patskelton.com

Clubs & Groups in Stretham

Know your Parish Councillors

Remember your Councillors are here to serve you. Do contact     
them for any help whenever you like.

Mr Charles Roberts (Chairman)         Tel: 648087 Mob: 07831857268     
_________________________________________________________________
Ms Janet Parish (Vice Chairman) Tel: 649575  Mob: 07734 252288 

Mr Dominic Bright Tel: 07717 033195

Mrs Nicola Mackenzie Mob: 07800 815436 

Mr Mick Murfitt Tel: 649688

Mr Richard Nuttall Tel: 07798 528923

Mr Mike Pearce Tel: 649164

Mr Andrew Prevett Mob: 07917 275091 

Mr Peter Speed Tel: 649624

Mrs Joanne Taylor Tel: 07761655511

Mr John Thake Tel: 649544  Mob: 07738 039860

Stretham Sporting Football Club  – youth football ages 5 – 17 years
Anina Ormerod tel: 07966 460479 email: aninaormerod@live.co.uk

Tiddlywinks Pre-School - Crystal Liddycoat  tel: 01353 648778
email: crystal.liddycoat@gmail.com

Activ8 at Stretham Youth Centre - Donna Bright tel: 07875 624703 email: 
brightdonna@hotmail.co.uk

S.O.S (Stretham Outreach Singers) singing group for over 60s- Donna 
Bright tel: 07875 624703  email: brightdonna@hotmail.co.uk

Stretham Community Primary School - Andrew Robertson tel: 01353 649271 
email:office@stretham.cambs.sch.uk

Stretham FC (Sunday football team for Adults) - Lee Taylor Tel: 07919 
897913 

Stretham Womens Institute - Beryl Morris tel:  01353  649662 
email:berylmorris@uwclub.net
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Tiddlywinks Pre-School is a charity-run pre-school based at Stretham Primary 
School site, Wood Lane, Stretham. We teach Foundation Stage of the National 
Curriculum to children aged 2 years 10 months to 4 years. We also accept chil-
dren from 2 years 6 months dependent on certain funding criteria.

Tiddlywinks provides a supportive, stimulating and FUN learning environment! 
Our staff are highly-qualified and committed to recognising and addressing all 
of our children’s development needs. Tiddlywinks is based in a classroom within 
the primary school and provides an excellent transition programme to prepare 
children for going to school. And from the term after your child’s third birth-
day, attendance at Tiddlywinks sessions is completely free of charge*! We still 
have places for this year. Please contact the pre-school manager, Susan Yardy, 
for more information on 01353 648858. We look forward to hearing from you! 

*From the term after your child’s third birthday, you will receive 15 hours of 
free childcare – funded by Nursery Education Funding. If your child’s 15 funded 
childcare hours are not claimed elsewhere, attendance at Tiddlywinks will be 
free. Our only additional cost is for an extra hour per week for older children 
during the summer term which is used to prepare them for school.

Our Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebration
The children celebrated the Queen’s birthday on 21st April and all came dressed 
as kings and queens. During the week the children made their own three tiered 
cake and iced it and we managed to get 90 candles for all the children to blow 
out! During the session we went to London to see the sights (Buckingham Palace, 
Big Ben, and the London Eye) and the children shared their experiences of their 
visits to London. “I went to London on a train”   The children all sat down to a 
tea party with food that they had prepared and had tea from a teapot in china 
cups. The highlight of the day was eating their cake! The children danced in the 
ballroom before leaving very excited and sharing their day with parents. “I had 
tea from a cup” “I had great fun today!”

Tiddly Tots, fourth Wednesday of each month, 1.30-3.00pm
Opening once a month, Tiddly Tots is an exciting way to meet new friends in a 
homely environment and have a chat while your child is having fun. An ideal op-
portunity for your child to get to know the pre-school environment and its staff. 
We have lots of toys, activities, craft and messy play! Indoor and outdoor fun! 
Snacks are provided for children and tea and cake for parents/grandparents/
carers. Tiddly Tots is open for all children aged 0-4 years. Small fee applies 
(£1-£2). Next dates: Weds 25th May and Weds 22nd June.

Janet Parish - Councillor

Janet is one of the longest serving Councillors on the Parish   Council. 
Her family has lived in the village for many, many generations. 
Having a background in youth and community work, working for 
the voluntary and statutory sectors, has enabled Janet to play a 
key role in community events such as the Farmers Markets and in 
re-instating the annual village Feast celebrations.

As a Youth Worker, Chair of the Management Committee and 
Trustee, Janet has been involved in the local Youth Centre for over 
40 years.

Janet chairs several Sub-Committees of the Parish Council including 
the Ely Road Play Area and the Feast.

Know your Parish Councillors

Councillors Janet Parish and Mick Murfitt handing out the commemorative 
coins to the school children in April.

The Council has a few coins left for children who live in the village but do not 
attend the school. Please contact the Clerk via email to request a coin. The 
remaining coins will be distributed on first come, first served basis.
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