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Parish Council News 
Two Ash trees have been taken down around the recreation ground. This 
was due to the fact that both of the trees were growing into the ditch. Being 
large Ash trees they were not really suitable for the locations in which they 
were planted. The Parish Council will be replanting two more suitable trees 
in their place and will also be replacing the dead trees around the recreation 
ground. 

The following planning applications were discussed;

18/00279/FUL – 1C Fieldside, Stretham – Formation of a carport and first 
floor loft conversion. The Council made no objections to this planning. 
18/00130/FUL – 4 Green Ed, Stretham – Two storey side extension and 
single storey rear extension and loft conversion. This planning application 
has now been withdrawn. 
17/02148/FUL – 17 Short Road, Stretham – Erection of a part two storey 
3-bedroom detached dwelling. This planning application has been approved. 

The Parish Council would like to thank Stretham residents for their 
feedback on the proposed new Community Rooms. The Councillors 
discussed the results from the completed surveys and would like to gain 
residents’ opinions on the following two options;

1) To build a brand-new Community room facility with a social club?
2) To renovate the existing parish rooms? 

You can email or telephone the Parish Clerk with your comments/feedback. 

Dog mess again seems to be an issue around the village. The Council 
would like to ask that all dog owners please clean up after their dogs. If 
you come across a dog bin that is full please call the number on the bin and 
report it. Please then find an alternative bin to use rather than just leaving 
it on the floor. Not only is it unpleasant for people to have to walk along 
paths covered in dog mess but it is also a health hazard. 

The Finance Sub-Committee meets annually to review the budget for 
the year ahead and to set the precept. In the previous review (September 
2016) we were able to keep the precept at the same level as the year 
before. In the most recent review (September 2017) we considered that the 
impact of inflation meant that we require an increase in order to provide the 
same level of service. At the same time we also considered specific projects 
for the year starting April 2018 that we will need to pay for. Two particular 
projects are worthy of note. Firstly the cemetery requires more attention 
to keep it in good order and we have increased the budget for ground 
maintenance. Secondly the Council has been granted land at “Eleanor’s 
Field”. This area has good potential to provide a useful facility for the village 
but requires considerable attention in order to clear the land, improve it and 

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 1st 
May at 7pm at the Pavillion

maintain it.

Other key services provided by the Parish Council include: Maintenance 
of the Recreation ground, the Parish Rooms, Jubilee Gardens, grass and 
verges around the village as well as the monthly Newsletter and the annual 
Stretham Feast. The combination of inflation across all the services that the 
Council provides plus the two projects mentioned, required us to increase 
the precept from £64,000 to £75,000 per year. We consider that the 
additional cost of less than £2 per household per month is reasonable. The 
Stretham Parish Council precept makes up only 6% of your total Council tax 
bill.

We would like to include a small section in future newsletters where 
we can show our appreciation to members of the Parish for their 
continued support for our community. Should you know of anyone 
to whom you would like to pass on your gratitude, then please get 
in touch with the Parish Clerk. 

Your Parish Clerk can be contacted on 07871598182 or via stretham.
clerk@gmail.com

For any queries in relation to Stretham and Wilburton Community 
Land Trust, please contact Rachel Watts on swclt.clerk@gmail.com or 
on 07762040800  
 
The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be booked 
by calling Maureen Hutter on 649917 or via email strethamparish-
rooms@googlemail.com

If you have any features or photographs that you would like to 
submit for the Newsletter then please contact Laura Shearing Tel: 
07736840169 email: Laurashearing@rocketmail.com
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What’s On

 
 
 

St James' Little bears  9:15-11:15 - Term Time  

St James' Stretham youth group for all children Y6 upwards 
6:30-8pm 

Youth centre Senior Citizens Drop in - Wednesdays 9:30-12:30 

Youth Centre Here and Now Sunday 25th March 10-12  

Youth Centre Youth Cafe for 11+  7-9pm 19th April 

Youth Centre  Young @ Heart over 60's drop-in 25th April 9:30-
12:30 

Youth Centre Drop in for young people with a disability 7-9pm  
25th April 

Youth Centre  Cafe for those living with Dementia and their family 
and friends. 10am-12pm 29th April 

St James' HOME service 4pm  

St James' ST George's Day Service at Little Thetford 10:30am 

Parish Council  Parish Council Meeting 1st May  

Youth Centre Young at Heart drop in for the over 60's. 9:30-12:30 
2nd May 

Youth Centre Drop in for young people with a disability 2nd May 
7-9pm 

Youth Centre Junior Club for 3-6 yrs 4-6pm 3rd May  

Youth Centre  Young @ Heart over 60's drop in 9th May 9:30-
12:30 

Youth Centre Drop in for young people with a disability 9th May 
7-9pm  

Youth Centre Junior Club for 3-6yrs 10th May 4-6pm 

Youth Centre Youth Cafe 11+  7-9pm 10th May  

Youth Centre  Young @ Heart over 60's drop in  16th May 9:30-
12:30 

St James' 19th May coffee morning with craft stalls 

Parish Council Feast Weekend Friday 18th May-Sunday 20th May 

St James' 21st May 12:30 Open air feast service 

Calendar of events in Stretham
St James’ Service Pattern
 
First Sunday of the Month – 10am Morning Praise 
(with Children’s Group) 
Second Sunday Healing and Strengthening at 10am.  
(with Children’s Group) 
Third Sunday – 10am Holy Communion  
Third Sunday - 4pm HOME is a place where you can come and be yourself, stay in the lounge 
to chat, read the newspapers or move around and join in with activities related to a theme. 
 
Fourth Sunday – 10am Holy Communion (with Children’s Group)  
Fifth Sunday – 10am All Age Communion (all ages in church)
Special Services
12.30 Sunday 21st May - Open Air Feast ServiceCome and join us in our brief open air service 
as we prayer for the Feast parade and to be blessed with sunshine.

St James’s Feast Activities 
Sat 19th May – Coffee morning in church with Craft Stalls. It’s Christian Aid week and money 
raised from the Coffee Morning will go towards that. If you would like stall or to help with 
collecting for Christian Aid, there is still plenty of time; please contact Tim or Sue Hill on 687 
957.
Sunday 20t May –  Open Air Feast Service Come and join us in our brief open air service as 
we prayer for the Feast parade and to be blessed with sunshine. Then we will join the parade. 
If you would like to be on the float please let one of the church community members know. 

       Scamming
Whether its someone knocking on your door trying to talk you into letting them 
carry out some work for you, or a phone call or email trying to sell services or 
get information from you, scamming seems to be on the increase. remembering 
these 10 golden rules will help to avoid being scammed:

1. Be suspicious of “Too good to be true” offers and deals there are no guarantee 
get-rich-quick offers or schemes.
2. Do not agree to offers and deals immediately. Insist on time to gain 
independent/legal advice before making a decision.
3. Never hand over money or sign anything until you have checked the 
credentials of the company or individual.
4. Never send money to anyone you do not know or trust, whether in the UK or 
abroad, or use methods of payment you are not comfortable with.
5. Never give banking or personal details to anyone you do not know or trust this 
information is valuable so make sure you protect it.
6. Always log onto a website directly rather than clicking on links in an email.
7. Do not rely on glowing testimonials find solid independent evidence of a 
company’s success.
8.Always get independent legal advice if an offer money, time or commitment.
9. If you spot a scam or have been scammed, report it and get help. Contact 
Action Fraud on 03001232040 or online at www.actionfraud.police.uk. Contact the 
Police if the suspect is known or still in the area.
10. Do not be embarrassed to report a scam. Scammers are cunning and clever 
there is no shame in being deceived. By reporting you will make it more difficult 
for them to deceive others.
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Stretham & Wilburton Community Land Trust (SWCLT) is moving 
forward to the next phase at Manor Farm now that Phase 1 is complete 
and all 8 CLT properties are occupied with local people.  The Trust is 
about to take ownership of four 2 bedroom houses which are all allocated.  
There will then be a six month wait for the next properties and allocations 
for these will be made late in the summer.  The Trustees are extremely 
pleased with the progress and how Manor Farm is shaping up.

Good progress is being made with the new Doctors Surgery with regular 
meetings with NHS England and the CCG now happening.  The Trust 
hopes to have some definite news on this very soon. 

Tina Barsby, a Trustee of SWCLT who lives in Stretham, has recently been 
awarded an OBE for her services to agricultural science and biotechnology.  
The Trustees would like to pass on their congratulations to Tina.

The SWCLT AGM will be held on Monday 21st May 2018 at 7pm at the 
Parish Rooms and members, tenants and the wider community 
are warmly invited to attend.

 

 

 

 

Mondays Activ8 performing arts and Creative arts project  6.30pm—8.30pm  
11+                       currently working on an about turn panto project 

Tuesdays SPACE—Parents and Carers Group 9.15—11.30am 

Wednesdays  Motiv8 Drop-in for young people with a disability aged 13—25. 
7—9.00pm 

Thursdays Junior youth Club for children aged 8—11 years 4—6pm. 

                   Youth Café for young people aged 11—18 years 7—9pm 

 
One off and new projects also run regularly. Please like our Facebook page or  visit our website 
www.strethamyouthcentre.com to keep up to date 

If you would like more information on our work please contact Janet on 07734252288 or via email 
on strethamyouthcentre@ g mail.com 

2018 Feast Programme

Leading up to Feast week the knitting lengths that has been created by many busy volunteers, 
will be put up on lamp posts, trees etc.

The village lights will go on and the bunting will be put up the week before the Feast

 

Friday 18th May

Open Mike Session with performances by SOS, Family Picnic with BBQ, 6 – 8pm, on the Rec. 
Singers, poets, magicians, comedians etc all welcome. Open to all ages. Please ring Donna on 

07875624703 to book a slot.

Saturday 19th May

Farmers Market — Around the village cross. Beef, home-made pickles, relishes, vegetables, 
salad, scones, quiches, cakes, Pickled Pig   Cider, Lord Conrads bottled beer, plants, cheese, 

jellies, bread, eggs, jams ,  plants pastries, bacon, cakes + much, much more. 9am – 1pm

St James - 9:30 – 13:00 Coffee and cake for Christian Aid, Craft stalls available, £7 a table – 
contact Tim Hill 07770 918883

Wicken Coronation Band playing in front of the church as from 11am

Trailer Dressing, Saturday afternoon

Sunday 20th May

Church Bells start – 12pm

St James Church 12.30pm, short church service, outside if weather permitting

Parade, 1pm starting outside the church

Fayre, Recreation Ground 2pm – 5pm.

Volunteers needed to help with the Feast

The Feast events are entirely run by volunteers, with out their efforts the Feast would not 
happen.  We desperately need more volunteers to Marshall the parade, help set up and 
dismantle the events and sell prize draw tickets. If you can spare a few hours over the Feast 
weekend to help us and ensure this popilar event for the village can still run, then please get in 

touch with the clerk.
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Everyone Invited! 
All  Children & Adults Welcomed 

Monday, May 14th   
4:30 – 6:00pm 

at St. James’ Church 
Finishing with a Light Supper for all! 

 

For catering purposes, please let Ellen Leeke know if you are coming, but not a problem 
to just turn up on the day:  drellenpartrich@yahoo.com or 01353-648962.  

 
Little Bears 
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      The bowls club

We have held Bacon Buttie mornings once a month for the last six 
months. A cheque for £1000 was given to Alzheimer society on Monday. 
Several non members supported this and we would like to say thank you 
through your newsletter. These mornings are open to all.
Stretham Bowls Club nominates a charity each year and this year it has 
been the Alzheimer Society. Club members organize events through the 
closed season and this year have held a number of Bacon Buttie events.  
Club Members, visitors and guests enjoy freshly cooked bacon Butties 
(some more than one) and a cup of tea or coffee and the opportunity to 
meet and catch up.

The Bowls season will soon be upon us, if you are interested in playing 
bowls whether or not you have played before visit the club website @ 
strethambowlsclub.co.uk for more details.
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Your Village Sweep 

Chimneys and flues swept 

CCTV surveys 

Certificates issued (insurance approved) 

Stoves re-roped etc 

Prices from £39  

Phone : Lance  07704116801 

E mail : yourvillagesweep@gmail.com 
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