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History of the Feast                                 

The Feast star ted in 1877 in order to raise funds for Addenbrookes Hospital, which 
in those days was dependant on voluntary contributions.

The Feast always star ted on the third Sunday in May, taking the form of a weeklong
celebration with activities such as cricket matches, a parade on the Sunday, dances,
stalls, a fair that was sited in the High St and a brass band concer t.

In the ear ly 1900’s, the village children were given 3 school days off for the Feast.
Before the by-pass was built, the A10 ran through the village High St. When the
traffic flow increased the Feast fair was moved to Chapel Square and then the
Recreation Ground.

Traditionally people who have moved away from the village would “come home for
the Feast”. In recent times the Feast evolved into just a the parade and then into a
fete that took place on the Recreation Ground, for a few years there was no feast
celebration at all.

In 2010 the Feast was revived by the Parish Council. A parade, fayre and other
events now take place in the village to celebrate our Feast.

Over 2,000 people attend Feast events each year. 
Since 2010 over £3,844.08 been raised for local charities.

This year the ribbon to star t the parade will be cut by Dr Pam Kenny. Who for
many years was a popular village doctor 

Please invite family and friends who have moved away 
back “home” for the Feast, It would be lovely to see them!

2. 

Volunteers needed to help with the Feast

The Feast events are entirely run by volunteers, without their efforts the Feast 
would not happen. We desperately need more volunteers to Marshall the parade, 
help set up and dismantle the events and sell prize draw tickets. If you can spare 
a few hours over the Feast weekend to help us and ensure this popular event 

for the village can still run, then please get in touch with the 
Parish Council Clerk Kim Bolderson stretham.clerk@gmail.com
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2018 Feast Programme

Leading up to Feast week the knitting lengths that have been created by many busy
volunteers will be put up on lamp posts, trees etc. The village lights will go on and 

the bunting will be put up the week before the Feast.

Friday 18th May 
Open Mike Session with performances by SOS, Family Picnic with BBQ
on the Rec 6 – 8pm. Singers, poets, magicians, comedians etc, all welcome. 
Open to all ages, please ring Donna on 07875624703 to book a slot. 

Saturday 19th May
Farmers Market Around the village cross, 9am - 1pm 

Beef, home-made pickles, relishes, vegetables, salad, scones, quiches, cakes, 
Pickled Pig Cider,  Lord Conrad’s bottled beer, plants, cheese, jellies, bread, eggs, jams, 

pastries & much, much more. 

Craft Market and Refreshments, St James Church 9.30am – 2pm,
raising funds for Christian Aid. 

Craft stalls available £7 a table – contact Tim Hill 07770 918883 
Wicken Coronation Band playing in front of the church as from 11am

Trailer Dressing, Saturday afternoon

Sunday 20th May
Church Bells start – 12pm

Church Service to Bless the Feast St James Church (outside if weather permitting) - 12.30pm
Parade starting outside the church - 1pm
Fayre Recreation Ground 2pm - 5pm.

Look out for our Feast Grand Prize Draw tickets. 
Which will also be available to purchase at The Farmers Market.

First prize £250. Many other great prizes including 
Newmarket Nights tickets

3.          
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We would be grateful if all vehicles owners along the parade route could park in a way that will
allow easy access for the tractors and trailers to pass by.
Please save your coins and give generously to the collectors.

All monies collected at the parade will go to this year’s charity - the Children's Arthritis 
Association (CCAA), which is a charity who support children with arthritis and their families.
We are aware that there are children from the village who are suffering from Juvenile Idiopathic
Arthritis (JIA) and so feel that CCAA will be a very worthy charity to support this year.
We will be providing transport for senior citizens to and from the Fayre after the parade passes,
1.30pm from Hazel Court and 2.00pm from the Cross. Return journeys will be provided on 
request. Transport provided by Mil-ken Travel.

Parade Route

4.          
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5.          

A few photographs 
from last years Feast
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6.          

Sunday May 20th - Feast Day

12.00pm Bells start ringing to mark the start of our Feast Day
12.30pm Church service, a short celebration in front of the church 

– weather permitting.
12.50pm Parade blessed by Team Vicar Natalie Andrews 
1.00pm Parade starts - Dr Kenny will be cutting the ribbon this year to 

start the parade
1.30pm Senior Citizen transport pick up from Hazel Court
2.00pm Senior Citizen transport pick up from the Cross
2.00pm Parade arrives at the Recreation Ground.

2.00pm Fayre starts. 
Attractions include a fun fair, the Red Lion bar, a Rodeo bull, hog roast,  children’s 
and young people’s activities, refreshments – including strawberries and cream, stalls,
demonstrations, Pickled Pig Cider bar, Fish N chip van, Lord Geoffrey the balloonist, 
crockery smash, Vortex Tag area,  dunk tank. Plus many, many more attractions yet to 
be confirmed

There will also be performances by the Arco Iris Samba Band, Cambridgeshire Caledonian
Pipe Band, Wicken Coronation Band and the Rocking Ukuleles.

4.45pm Grand Prize Draw. First prize £250. 
Many other great prizes including Newmarket Nights tickets

The Bowls Club will be opening its doors on Feast Day offering the opportunity to have
a bit of fun playing target bowls, or try your hand at playing lawn bowls – woods provided.
The bar will be open
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A Village Celebration

The Parish Council and the Feast Committee would like to thank
the following businesses and individuals for their generosity in

supporting the 2018 Feast celebrations.
Tractor/trailer owners and drivers

Prize givers
Jody for loaning and running the PA

Laragh Homes
All who contributed to the Yarn Bombing 

Pam Kenny for cutting the ribbon
All of the tractor drivers

Keir Petherick of Palmers and Sons

Stretham Parish Council and the Feast committee are very 
grateful for all of the help and support they have received 
from local organisations and members of the community in 

making this year’s Feast happen.

The date of our next Feast is Sunday May 19th 2019
If you would like to be involved in the organisation 
and running of our Feast celebration next year 
please email: stretham.clerk@gmail.com

Events may change at short notice 
in case of bad weather

7.          
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For sales call 01353 654900 or visit 

THE HELP TO BUY SCHEME
CAN CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS
THE PURCHASE OF YOUR

Following the sell-out success of Phase 1, we have launched Phase 2.
Which consists of a range of 2-4 bedroom houses, including two new 
house types: the Rutland – a single storey 2 bedroom home – and the 
Thornton, a detached 3 bedroom cottage, ideal for downsizers.

A NEW CHANCE TO MAKE YOUR HOME 
IN THIS VIBRANT COMMUNITY!

PHASE 2 
NOW AVAILABLE

PHASE 1
SOLD OUT

SHOW HOME OPEN EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM
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