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Parish Council News 
A representative was present from SWCLT and attended the meeting 
to ask the Council to adopt the play park at Manor farm. The Council 
discussed the request and given that the play park is freely available as 
a village facility agreed to take responsibility for it. The play park will be 
included in the inspection and insurance arrangements with the other two 
village play areas. 

The Council discussed the following planning applications;
18/00062/FUL – 14 Brook Lane, Stretham – Proposed 3 
Bed Dwelling and Associated works. The Planning authority, East 
Cambridgeshire District Council, have requested a Great Crested Newt 
survey to inform their decision on the planning application given the 
presence of a pond within the application site. This planning application 
has now been approved. 
18/00711/FUL – 1 Cage Lane, Stretham. Rear ground floor extension 
to kitchen. The Council made no objections to this application. 
18/00670/FUL – The Haven, 4 High Street, Stretham. Replacement 
of existing conservatory with single storey rear extension with replica 
tiled roof. This planning application has been approved. 
18/00023/FUL – The Produce Connection LTD, Padro House Ely, Road, 
Chittering. Retrospective application for the retention of three caravans 
adjacent to access road/entry to site. This planning application has been 
approved. 
The Clerk has spent time with the new gardening contractor walking 
around the village, including the footpaths. All the footpaths have been 
cut back and are now clear. Over the next few weeks the contractor will 
be pruning back the hedge on Newmarket road (located as you come 
out of Chapel street on the right) to ensure that it is not encroaching 
onto the path and pruning the tree next to the zebra crossing to ensure 
visibility to pedestrians and vehicles and some other trees around the 
village that are getting overgrown. With this in mind the Council would 
like to ask that any brambles or hedges that are encroaching the path or 
road (from residents’ gardens) are cut back to ensure people are able to 
use the footpaths and roads safely. 
The Council has received an email informing them that the last 
footbridge from Stretham to the river on Wakefield Way has some 
damage to the slats. The Council is currently looking into this and will 
arrange for these to be fixed. 
The Council received a grant application from Cambridgeshire Search 
and Rescue (CamSAR). CamSAR is the Lowland Rescue unit, established 
in 2006, covering our county, often assisting sister teams in the wider 
region. They are a specialist team called upon by the Police to help 
search for vulnerable missing people: a child, an elderly person or even 
someone who is considering taking their own life. The organisation costs 

The next Parish Council Meeting is on Tuesday 4th 
September at 7pm at the Pavillion

between £15,000 and £20,000 per annum to operate. They are currently 
looking for funds to purchase specialist equipment that will enable the 
search teams to carry out their jobs more effectively. Specifically, they 
are looking for funding to purchase ten Ledlenser P14 – 2 professional 
LED Torches at a cost of £49.29p each. The Council agreed to give a 
grant of £150 to this very worthy cause. 

As you may already be aware there are a number of street lights out 
along the High Street. The Council is aware of this and has arranged for 
Balfour Beatty to come and replace the lamps that are out. 

Please note there is no Parish Council meeting in August. 
The next meeting will be September 4th

We would like to include a small section in future 
newsletters where we can show our appreciation to 
members of the Parish for their continued support for 
our community. Should you know of anyone to whom you 
would like to pass on your gratitude, then please get in 
touch with the Parish Clerk. 

Your Parish Clerk can be contacted on 07871598182 or via 
stretham.clerk@gmail.com

For any queries in relation to Stretham and Wilburton Com-
munity Land Trust, please contact Rachel Watts on swclt.
clerk@gmail.com or on 07762040800  
 
The Parish Rooms, Pavilion and All Weather Pitch can be 
booked by calling Maureen Hutter on 649917 or via email 
strethamparishrooms@googlemail.com

If you have any features or photographs that you would 
like to submit for the Newsletter then please contact 
Laura Shearing Tel: 07736840169 email: Laurashearing@
rocketmail.com
Jamie Cole is the new Police Community Support Officer 
based at Ely Police station. Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
has recently undergone a reshift of staff and the areas 
which are covered by PCSO’s. Jamie is the point of contact 
for our area and If there is anything you feel you need 
assistance with please get in touch using 101 or email 
jamie.cole@cambs.pnn.police.uk.
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What’s On

Calendar of events in StrethamIt has been a busy few weeks in East Cambs for the Constabulary. As we 
move into the summer time period our green spaces become busier with 
Carnivals, Festivals and events. Not to mention our kids being off over the 
summer holidays. There’s lots of background planning in the Constabulary 
to try and ensure that we have staff at the events where needed.

As you may be aware there have been several caravan encampments 
in and around the Ely area. These encampments invariably cause 
community concern and we see lots of alarmed social media chatter. 
Please be assured that we work very closely with East Cambs District 
Council (ECDC) and County Highways, as well as local landowners who 
are often Parish Councils. People often say ‘why aren’t the Police doing 
anything?’. There are various powers to move unlawful encampments 
away – generally it is the landowners responsibility where they will be 
required to use bailiffs and sometimes need to obtain court permission. 
The police do have some powers which can only be exercised where there 
is sufficient justification and we work pretty closely with ECDC to make 
sure the right, proportionate and legally justifiable approach is used. If 
you are worried or have questions you are welcome to contact my staff or 
me directly.

I mentioned in my last letter to you that I like catching crooks. I’m 
pleased to report that a couple of weeks ago that when travelling back to 
Ely from Cambridge I decided to stop a car that ‘wasn’t quite right’ (gut 
feel). It didn’t stop and sped away, I pursued the car which regrettably 
crashed and then the driver and passenger then legged it. Thinking I may 
be in trouble for causing the crash, I decided to pursue the driver and 
ended up having a foot chase. Fortunately for me I was fitter than he as 
the person ran out of steam. After eventually catching up to him, Pava 
(the police nasty spray) was used and he was arrested. Drugs and wads 
of notes were recovered from the vehicle suggesting naughty behaviour…. 
I don’t like crooks!

As a footnote I get numerous complaints regarding parking. We don’t 
have dedicated parking officers and our staff will deal with errant 
motorists as and when they have the opportunity to. I have instructed all 
staff to ensure they have a current ticket book and recent foot patrols in 
Ely City have seen the officers issue numerous tickets. Longer term we 
are working with East Cambs District Council for a better and sustainable 
solution for an issue that causes a lot of nuisance to our communities.
If there is anything you feel you need assistance with please get in 
touch using 101. 

Police Sergeant Mark Rabel

East Cambs Neighbourhood

 
 
  

St James' Little bears  9:15-11:15 - Term Time  

St James' Stretham youth group for all children Y6 upwards 
6:30-8pm 

Youth Centre 25th July 9:30-12:30 young at heart over 60's drop-
in. 

Youth Centre 26th July 9-6pm Trip for Youth Centre groups 

Youth Centre 1st August 9:30-12:30 Young At Heart over 60's 
drop-in 

Youth Centre 4th August 11-1pm Yard Sale 

Youth Centre 8th August 9:30-12:30 Young At Heart over 60's 
drop-in 

Youth Centre 15th August 9:30-12:30 Young At Heart over 60's 
drop-in 

Youth Centre 22nd August 9:30-12:30 Young At Heart over 60's 
drop-in 

Youth Centre 29th August 9:30-12:30 Young At Heart over 60's 
drop-in 

Youth Centre 5th September 9:30-12:30 Young At Heart over 
60's drop-in 

Youth Centre 12th September Motiv8 drop-in for young people 
with a disability  

Youth Centre 13th September Junior Youth Club for years 3-6 

Youth Centre 13th September Youth Cafe for 11-18 years old 

Market Harvest Farmers Market 9-1pm 22nd Sept - Village 
Cross 

If you have an event you would like to be 
included in the calendar please email 
laurashearing@rocketmail.com
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Registered charity no 

1097050 

The male members of the drop-in would like to invite gentle-
men aged 60 and over to come and join them in old Codgers 
Corner, where activities and chat more suited to the male 
attendees of the group take place.                       

  

 

FOR THE OVER 60’S 
  

 

 
 

Yard Sale 

Items on sale includes:                                                         
Garden tools, folding pool table, clothes, books, 
bikes, bric a brac, games, shoes Plus much much 
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MEGA SPORTS HOLIDAY 
CAMP 

DATES:   July 30 – Aug. 3   (Monday – Friday) 
TIME:   9am – Noon  (Registration from 8:30am) 
WHERE:  Stretham Community Primary School 
COST:  £3  per day per child  

(Includes daily snack & gift of water bottle) 
AGES:  4 to 11 

Come and enjoy  
NETBALL, BASEBALL,CHEERLEADING, or DRAMA & CRAFTS 

(No prior skill or knowledge necessary!) 
PRE-REGISTRATION:  Forms and payment (cash or cheque payable to  
St. James’ PCC) accepted at Stretham School Office or contact Ellen Leeke at 
01353-648962 or drellenpartrich@yahoo.com 

 

The school has enjoyed a super year.  The Summer Term 
has been busy and fun-filled. Our Key Stage 2 pupils 
have enjoyed putting on a spectacular production of The 
Lion King; sports days have been run; the summer fair 
was a success; the school’s swimming pool has been in 
constant action and the children have still been learning!  
We wish the children, families and wider community a 
relaxing summer and look forward to welcoming them 
back in September.

DO YOU WANT  

TO BE IN PANTO??? 

Stretham Players are performing 

“CINDERESSEX” 

 
  

Cheryl Barrett’s hilarious interpretation of the classic fairytale 
during the 2019 February Half Term (23rd/24th/25th)  

 
If you want to do something a bit different,  

please come along for our 

AUDITIONS 

at STRETHAM PARISH ROOMS 

at 2pm on SUNDAY 19th AUGUST, 
2pm on SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 

and KIDS AUDITIONS from 
2pm on SUNDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER 

“Go on, you know you want 
to …” 
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1110

or visit our website www.fcdhomeimprovements.co.uk 
Call 01353 809719

A ROOM viewWITH A

REPLACE  
ALL THE  

WINDOWS IN A 
TYPICAL 3 BEDROOM 
SEMI-DETACHED FOR 

AS LITTLE AS  

PER  
MONTH

£64.37

MANUFACTURED 
IN THE UK

!Tiddlywinks Pre-School is situated within the Stretham Community 
Primary School site, in Wood Lane, Stretham. We are a voluntary, 
community Pre-School and a registered charity affiliated to the 
Pre-School Learning Alliance.  We comply with Ofsted standards and 
following our last inspection in January 2017, were graded as “Good”.

We provide a homely, safe and stimulating environment in which our 
children are encouraged to learn through play, working through the 
Early Years Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum.

Tiddlywinks accepts all children from the age of 2 years 6 months, 
including funded 2-year olds. We also offer extended provision of 30 
hours per week where funding criteria is met. 

Opening hours: 9.00 am – 3.00 pm every day, term-time only. 

We still have Pre-School places available from September 2018.
  
If you are interested in finding out further information about 
Tiddlywinks, need an application form or would like to visit or 
volunteer at the setting, please contact the Pre-School Manager on 
07483 175232 or email officetiddlywinks@gmail.com

Tiddlywinks Pre-School Annual General Meeting – 7.00 pm 
Wednesday 19th September 2018 in the school hall at 
Stretham CP School.

Please come to your local pre-school AGM! We are seeking 
new Committee members for the coming academic year. All 
members of our community are welcome to attend and join 
our committee.  Furthermore, if you have any spare time 
and/or skills that may support the running of Tiddlywinks, 
please do come along. Alternatively you can contact our 
current Chairperson, Kim Bolderson on 07507 597368, or 
the Manager at Tiddlywinks on 07483 175232 for further 
information about Committee roles.
We look forward to seeing you!



Your Village Sweep 

Chimneys and flues swept 

CCTV surveys 

Certificates issued (insurance approved) 

Stoves re-roped etc 

Prices from £39  

Phone : Lance  07704116801 

E mail : yourvillagesweep@gmail.com 
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